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EU-27: THE POWER OF A GONTINENT

— The potential strength of Europe’s combined military coalition ——
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It is often forgotten that, in theory, the combined armed forces of the 27 EU member states represent a very
powerful military bloc: soldiers, armored vehicles, aircraft, artillery, missiles, communications, naval forces,

cyber capabilities and electronic warfare assets.
But the key phrase is “in theory.”

The European Union is not a unified army. It is a collection of 27 national armies, with different doctrines,

languages, command structures, equipment, industrial chains, procurement systems and political priorities.

Still, if we add everything together, the EU-27 represents an enormous military force.




Theoretical EU-27 Military Balance — Approximate 2025-2026 Figures

Category

Defence budget

Active military personnel

Reservists

Total active + reserve manpower

Main battle tanks

Armored vehicles f APCs / IFVs /

protected vehicles

Self-propelled artillery

Towed artillery / heavy mortars

Approximate EU-27 Total

Around £343 billion in 2024, with
estimates close to €380-390
billion in 2025

Around 1.35 to 1.4 million active
soldiers

Around 3.1 to 3.2 million

Around 4.5 million people

Around 4,800 to 4,900 tanks

Around 580,000 vehicles under

broad counting methods

Around 2,000 systems

Around 2,900 systems

Realistic Interpretation o)

Avery large global defence bloc, but still far below the United 5tates, whose defence

spending remains roughly two to three times higher.

This includes all services: army, navy, air force, support, logistics, command, etc.

Huge on paper, especially because of countries such as Finland, Poland, Germany, Greece

and the Baltic states. But reservists are not all immediately deployable,
A massive continental manpower base, espedially for territorial defence.

Leopard 2. Leclerc, Ariete, K2, older Soviet-designed tanks in some countries, etc. The

number is impressive, but availability and modernization vary greatly.

This includes many types: infantry fighting vehicles, armored personnel carriers, protected
mohbility vehicles, engineering vehicles and support vehicles. It does not mean 580,000

combat tanks.

Includes systems like Caesar, PzH 2000, Krab, K9, Archer and others. 5trong capability,

but ammunition stockpiles are a key limitation.

Significant mass, but very unevenly distributed between countries.



Multiple rocket launchers / MLES

Total military aircraft

Fighters / interceptors

Dedicated attack aircraft

Helicopters

Attack helicopters

Special mission aircraft: AWACS,
ISR, maritime patrol, electronic

warfare

AWACS / AEW aircraft

Aerial refuelling tankers

Around 950 to 1,000 systems

Around 5,200 aircraft

Around 1,100 to 1,150 fighters

Around 250 aircraft

Around 2,300 helicopters

Around 250 to 260

Around 150 aircraft. depending

on classification

Roughly a dozen national EU
aircraft, plus NATO AWACS based

in Europe

Around 30 national tankers, plus

the multinational MRETT fleet

Includes HIMARS, M270 MLRES and other rocket artillery systems. The real issue is the

availability of long-range precision rockets.

Includes fighters, transport aircraft, trainers, helicopters, special mission aircraft and

support platforms.

Rafale, Eurofighter Typhoon, F-16, F-35, Gripen, Mirage 2000 and others. Very powerful
regionally, but not integrated like the US Air Force.

This category is misleading, because many modern strike missions are performed by

multirole fighters rather than dedicated attack aircraft.

Transport, utility, naval, reconnaissance and support helicopters.

Tiger, Apache, Mangusta/AW129, Mi-24/35 in some countries, etc. The United States

remains far ahead in this category.

This includes surveillance, command, maritime patrol, intelligence and electronic warfare

platforms. Pure AWACS aircraft are far fewer.

France, [taly, Greece, Sweden and others have airborne early warning capabilities, but

MNATO's AWACS fleet is not an EU asset as such.

This is one of Europe's major weaknesses. Strategic air mobility and air-to-air refuelling

remain far below US levels,



Maval vessels, all types Around 1,800 to 1,900 hulls This figure includes patrol boats, auxiliaries, coastal vessels and support ships. It does not

mean Europe has a US-style blue-water nawy.

Submarines Around 44 submarines Mostly operated by France, Germany, Italy, Greece, Sweden, the Metherlands, Spain,

Portugal and Poland. France brings nuclear submarine capability, but this is national, not
EU-controlled.




Missiles, air defence and electronic warfare

This is harder to quantify because exact missile stockpiles are rarely public.

Still, the EU-27 theoretically possesses a very serious missile and air-defence ecosystem, including systems

such as:

Meteor, MICA, IRIS-T, AMRAAM, Aster 15/30, Patriot, SAMP/T, NASAMS, Exocet, RBS-15, Naval Strike
Missile, Harpoon, SCALP/Storm Shadow in some European inventories, French MdCN cruise missiles,
HIMARS, MLRS and many others.

The weakness is not that Europe lacks missile technology. The weakness is rather:

limited stockpiles, slow production, fragmented procurement, dependence on some external

components, and the lack of a fully integrated European air and missile defence architecture.

The same applies to electronic warfare and communications. Europe has excellent national capabilities,
especially in France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Poland and other countries. But again, these are not yet fused

into one coherent European war machine.



So, is Europe stronger than the United States?

In terms of raw theoretical mass on the European continent, the EU-27 is enormous.

If we add together manpower, tanks, artillery, aircraft, missiles, naval assets and industrial capacity, Europe

has the potential military weight of a superpower.

But in terms of integrated military power, global projection, strategic command, logistics, satellite
intelligence, aerial refuelling, carrier strike groups, ammunition depth and unified doctrine, the United

States remains clearly superior.
The decisive differences are:

1. Unified command

The United States has one global chain of command. Europe has 27 national command structures.

2. Strategic projection

The US has unmatched global reach: aircraft carriers, tankers, transport aircraft, bases, logistics and sealift.

3. Intelligence and C4ISR
The US has a deeply integrated network of satellites, sensors, drones, command systems and real-time

intelligence sharing.

4. Ammunition stockpiles

The war in Ukraine exposed Europe’s limited ammunition depth for high-intensity warfare.

5. Interoperability
Europe has excellent equipment, but too many different systems: Rafale, Eurofighter, F-35, Gripen, Leopard,
Leclerc, Ariete, K2, Caesar, PzH 2000, Patriot, SAMP/T, IRIS-T, NASAMS and many others.



The real conclusion

The right formula would be:

Europe has the raw military mass of a superpower, but not yet the political, industnal, logistical and
operational architecture of a unified superpower.

On paper, the EU-27 is a monster.
In reality, it is still a coalition of strong national armies — not a true continental army.

And that is the central paradox of European defence:

Europe is powerful enough to matter, but still too fragmented to fully act like a superpower.



EU-27 Combined Military Power

(Theoretical Aggregate)

' Category

a1l Approximate Total
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% Approximate totals, 2025-2026 e EU-27 only e Excludes the UK e Theoretical bloc-level aggregatlon w —

Interpretation

@ Defence budget

S Active military
@& personnel

~» Reservists

Total active +
reserve manpower

)
Yk ¥ Overall assessment

€343B (2024)
~€380-390B (2025 est.)

~1.35-1.4 million
~3.1-3.2 million
~4.5 million

Very strong in mass

1 1
lsf7 Y

A major global defence bloc,

All services combined: army, navy,

interoperability.

but still well below U.S. spending.

air force, logistics and support.

Large theoretical reserve base,
but not all units are immediately
deployable.

Massive continental manpower
potential, especially for
territorial defence.

Powerful on paper, but fragmented
in command, logistics and

All figures are approximate orders of magnitude, not fully harmonized operational inventories.




EU-27 Land Forces =X
(Theoretical Aggregate) i i

% Approximate totals, 2025-2026 e EU-27 only e Major conventional land warfare mass %

@ Category «1l Approximate Total Interpretation
- 5 . e®e Large armored mass on paper, but
& Main battle tanks 4’800 4' 900 @@® ;\;ilability and modernization vary by country.
ﬁ Armored vehicles / e®e \Very broad category including combat
coe' APCs/IFVs/ ~580,000 support and protected mobility vehicles.

protected vehicles

! 06 Strong fire-support base, including
Self-propelled artillery ~2,000 a@» modern systems such as Caesar,
PzH 2000, Krab and K9.

: Substantial artillery depth, though
[ 4
:1-2:\?3 ;g:ltlfg : "'2,900 :-; unevenly distributed across

member states.

¥

l

al

|

Z : @ !mportant long-range firepower, but
@'6’% :\gﬂ:lt::‘:ll:rgofll(\:lt.RS ~950—1,000 :-; ammunition depth and precision
glos f - ) e | munitions remain key issues.
¢ .Y Land warfare ] . ; * Europe has serious land-combat weight,
v v ioti i
¥ *dy assasement High mass, mixed readiness but logistics, maintenance and

f.

ammunition stocks are critical variables.
& J

Approximate orders of magnitude. Broad categories may include support and legacy systems.




EU-27 Air Power
(Theoretical Aggregate)

—— % Approximate totals, 2025-2026 e EU-27 only e Air combat, aviation support and special mission assets % ———
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| @ Category

a1l Approximate Total

Interpretation

* Total military aircraft

* Fighters / interceptors

+ Dedicated attack aircraft

@ Helicopters
<@ Attack helicopters

==~ Special mission aircraft

‘! \4\ -
;'14 % ¥ Air power assessment
N

~5,200
~1,100-1,150
~250
~2,300
~250-260

~150

Strong regionally

L ()]

2 L]

Includes fighters, transports, trainers,
helicopters and special mission aircraft.

A powerful mix of Rafale, Eurofighter,
F-16, F-35, Gripen, Mirage 2000 and others.

A limited category today, because many
strike roles are performed by multirole
fighters.

Large rotary-wing inventory covering
transport, naval, utility and
reconnaissance roles.

Significant battlefield support capability,
but still far below U.S. mass.

Includes ISR, maritime patrol, airborne
command and electronic warfare
platforms.

Europe has major air power, but readiness,
sustainment and integrated command
remain uneven.

&)

Approximate orders of magnitude. Special mission aircraft are a broad classification.




